THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
dues which they had had to pay they replaced by an excise on
beer and wine. They voted die customs for life, and it was cal-
culated that these sums combined would provide a permanent
income for the Government of £1,200,000 a year. As a fact it
never came to any such total; the Crown remained permanently
embarrassed even during peace, and was short of its proper
revenue by a rate, taking die average of the whole reign, of some-
thing like one-third of what it should have received. The gap
was met by the disastrous policy of selling the Crown lands, by
secret subsidies received from abroad (a comparatively small
item, about one-eighth of the whole), by the dowry of Charles's
Queen, by the sale of Dunkirk; but much the greatest part of it,
something like two-thirds, remained as an increasing embarrass-
ment to die King, accumulating at crushing usury.
Hyde and the Duke of York's Marriage. The man who
had the most individual power at the beginning of the reign was
Edward Hyde, who was raised to the peerage, and a year after
Charles's return made Earl of Clarendon. He was a man with
a remarkable knowledge of his fellows, and with more wisdom
than appeared in his somewhat insignificant chubby face. Al-
though his sympathies were with his own class rather than with
the Crown, yet he had faithfully served Charles I when it came
to actual rebellion, and continued to serve Charles II during his
exile. He is the author of the classical memoirs on the period,
his History of the Great Rebellion. He had naturally very great
influence over the young King of thirty, to whom he had acted
almost as a guardian.
Hyde, henceforth to be known as Clarendon, had a daughter
Anne, a woman of strong character, who had laid a plan for her
own advancement. She had allured the young Duke of York,
the King's brother, during his exile, kept him off as long as
things were doubtful, but die moment it seemed clear that there
would be a restoration accepted him as her lover. When her
child was about to be born James secredy married her. Her
father was suspected of complicity in this, and it was die begin-
ning of his great unpopularity. She became the mother of two
girls who were each to be a Queen of England, Mary and Anne,
and, through her domination over her husband, it was hers as
much as any other influence which caused him to change his
religion and to become Catholic.
The Opposition to die Crown on Toleration.   Another

